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The Common Core State Standards are designed to be relevant to the real world, reflecting the knowledge 

and skills that our young people need for success in college and careers in the global economy. I've asked 

Margaret Reed Millar, Senior Program Associate for Standards, Assessment, and Accountability at the 

Council of Chief State School Officers to share how developing student global competence fits with the 

new Standards in this two-part series.  

by Margaret Reed Millar 

The adoption of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English language arts and mathematics in 

45 states and the District of Columbia offers educators an unprecedented opportunity to marry the skill 

development and acquisition of core content needed to develop globally competent citizens with the 

rigorous skills and core content needed to prepare all students for college and careers.  

The global competence matrix complements, and in many cases directly overlaps with, the expectations 

set forth for students in the Standards. In concert with clear expectations for reading, writing, speaking, 

listening, language, and mathematics, the expectations outlined in the CCSS include the development of 

students' abilities to think critically, reason, communicate effectively, and solve problems that arise in 

everyday life, society, and the workplace.  

The intersection of the CCSS and the global competence matrix can best be demonstrated through the lens 

of the four components of the matrix. For each, at least one example of direct intersection between the 

Standards and the matrix is provided, as well as suggestions for how educators may choose to embed 

opportunities for students to develop their global competence as part of CCSS aligned curriculum and 

instruction.  

Investigate the World 

Globally competent students investigate the world beyond their immediate environment.  

The CCSS for English language arts make clear that building research skills is integral to preparing students 

for the expectations of college and career, "To be ready for college, workforce training, and life in a 

technological society, students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize, and report on 

information and ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or solve problems, and to 

analyze and create a high volume and extensive range of print and nonprint texts in media forms old and 

new. The need to conduct research and to produce and consume media is embedded into every aspect of 

today's curriculum." More directly, two of the College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 

directly state that students must: 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

Similarly, included in the Common Core State Standards for Mathematical Practice is the expectation that 

college and career ready students will be able to "construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of 

others," which includes developing abilities to "analyze situations," "justify their conclusions," and make 
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"plausible arguments."  

This emphasis on the ongoing and intentional development of students' research, analysis and 

argumentation skills is repeated in the Investigate the World capacity defined in the global competence 

matrix, which calls for students to "identify and weigh relevant evidence," to "analyze, integrate, and 

synthesize evidence," and to "develop an argument based on compelling evidence...and draw defensible 

conclusions." The higher-order analytic skills and research abilities that describe college and career 

readiness are equally a part of developing students to be globally competent citizens.  

Where the global competence matrix expands upon the CCSS is in an expectation that some of the 

research students conduct will focus on questions of global significance and that the investigations into 

these researchable questions will include consultation of a variety of sources—including international sources 

and those sources that may exist in a non-native language. Educators looking to infuse opportunities to 

build global competence into a CCSS aligned curriculum may consider posing a globally relevant problem 

that requires the use of mathematical reasoning to develop an argument to address, or developing 

assignments that ask students to conduct original research into topics that have an impact beyond the local 

community and providing access to international sources.  

Recognize Perspectives  

Globally competent students recognize their own and others' perspectives.  

The Common Core State Standards for English language arts include a series of statements that, while not 

directly standards themselves, offer a portrait of the capacities of literate students who meet the Standards. 

One of these seven statements directly addresses the importance of college and career ready students 

coming "to understand other perspectives and cultures." The statement continues, "Students appreciate that 

the twenty-first-century classroom and workplace are settings in which people from often widely divergent 

cultures and who represent diverse experiences and perspectives must learn and work together. Students 

actively seek to understand other perspectives and cultures through reading and listening, and they are 

able to communicate effectively with people of varied backgrounds."  

This statement directly mirrors many of the statements in the Recognize Perspectives capacity of the global 

competence matrix, including the expectations that students "Recognize and express their own perspective," 

and "Examine perspectives of other people, groups, or schools of thought."  

Where the global competence matrix expands upon the CCSS for English language arts document is in the 

expectations that a student will "identify the influences" on his or her own perspectives and on the 

perspectives of others, as well as "explain how cultural interactions influence situations, events, issues or 

phenomena." These statements call for students to go beyond the recognition of existing differences in 

perspectives by conducting an analysis of the potential influences on one's perspective and how the 

interaction of individuals and societies with different perspectives influences history. Educators wishing to 

incorporate this extension into an aligned CCSS curriculum may consider, for example, developing 

assignments that ask students to interview others about their perspective on a given issue, or analyze the 

perspective of an author or public figure, and then compare and contrast that to their own individual 

perspective on the given topic.  
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